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Verviers or Dendermonde, whereas the Rwandan 
Tutsi diaspora mostly inhabits Brussels’ city centre. 
Finally, con�ict can be transported at the physical 
level, with the destruction of property, assault, 
demonstrations or interethnic/interreligious clashes.

Many factors play a role in con�ict transportation, 
and determine the characteristics and evolution of 
the identities and politics of diaspora groups. The 
process of migration is often unsettling because of 
the radical uprooting it entails. Migration therefore 
often generates a sense of identity insecurity, 
especially when marginalisation, discrimination
and racism are experienced in the countries of
settlement. This in turn generates a rede�nition of 
group and individual self-perceptions and identities, 
often in the direction of a rediscovery of, or over-
investment in, one’s roots and origins. In that 
sense, radicalisation processes observed in diaspora
politics can stem from the need to maintain the 
culture and traditions of the group in a situation 
where it is put under considerable stress. 

In parallel, a process of re-traditionalisation
happens, as groups place emphasis on what are 
seen as their values and symbols, giving importance 
to cultural or religious elements that are considered 
pillars of their identity. Interestingly, the re-

the importance of religion derives not only from its 
centrality in national identity back home, but also 
from the fact that it stands as a key distinguishing 
cultural element in societies of settlement, and 
possibly also vis-à-vis other diaspora groups. 

In parallel, the need to be heard by institutions in the 
country of settlement can lead to the blurring of 
di�erences between groups originating from the 
same region. Diasporas tend to refer to a wider 
cultural group which is more easily identi�able and 
respected in the host country. This is for instance the 
case of some sections of the Turkish Cypriot diaspo-
ra living in the United Kingdom, and identifying with 
the Turkish diaspora more generally, or for some 
sections of the Greek Cypriot diaspora identifying 
with the Greek diaspora more generally. Similarly, 
gangs of young South Asians in London are mostly 
composed along religious lines, but not necessarily 
national ones. 

Institutions, instruments and policies set up by 
countries of origin (such as Ministries of Diaspora in 
Armenia, Georgia, Ireland or Serbia, among many 
other countries) also play a role in the politics of their 
diasporas, and help maintaining structural links, 
channelling remittances, but also controlling the 
expression of political opinions in the diaspora. The 

traditionalisation of 
diasporas often targets 
cultural elements that 
are not necessarily 
central to the culture 
of their places of 
origin, such as religion 
in the case of the 
Cypriot diasporas. In 
addition, for many 
diaspora groups such 
as the Armenians,

stronger these links are, the more diaspora politics 
tend to re�ect the o�cial discourses of the home 
country of each diaspora group, even if a large 
section of the concerned diaspora doesn’t agree 
with such views.

Internal divisions cutting across con�ict-generated 
diasporas also impact on how they mobilise at the 
political level. Ethnic entrepreneurs can play on those 
divisions and choose to invest in con�ict-related 
identities in order to foster support and mobilisation 
among diaspora members. Interestingly however, 
ethnic entrepreneurs are often more interested in 
what happens in countries of settlement than in 
countries of origin. In many cases, instead of being 
‘long distance nationalist’ organisations supporting 
the con�ict parties in home countries, con�ict-gene-
rated diaspora organisations dedicate a considerable 
part of their resources to welfare, educational, charity-
related, and cultural activities in host countries.

The legal status that diaspora groups enjoy also 
plays a role in their mobilisation, as it a�ects the 
capacity of diaspora members to intervene publicly. 
Empirical evidence seems to suggest that having no 
legal status entails a radicalisation and a reactivation 
of pre-existing con�ict identities and divisions.
However it is worth remembering that access 

links with their countries of origin and cultivate their 
cultural, political and religious ties in the countries of 
settlement, this does not necessarily translate into 
straightforward “con�ict importation” processes. 
What the study of the politics of con�ict-generated 
diasporas suggests is that when radicalisation 
happens, it does so in a non-linear way. Both endo-
genous factors such as socio-economic deprivation 
sometimes faced in host societies, and exogenous 
factors such as escalating events occurring in the 
home country can precipitate the political mobilisa-
tion of diasporas. Taking into account the historical 
but also context-dependent features of con�ict-ge-
nerated diasporas as acting in a transnational space 
that is neither entirely here nor fully there, it is there-
fore necessary to better analyse and understand 
their internal politics.

to legal status can 
vary across diaspora 
groups, as shown in 
the case of the various 
sections of the Rwan-
dan diaspora, which is 
partly legal in status, 
and partly illegal.

In short, while it is true 
that many diaspora 
groups maintain strong
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